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SUBJ: CAR PRESIDENT BOKASSA PAYS PRIVATE VISIT TO IVORY COAST 

SUMARY: CENTRAL AFRICAN REGPUBLIC (CAR) PRESIDENT, MARSHAL JEAN- 
BEDEL BOKASSA, VISITED IVORY COAST FEB 5-8 ON WHAT WAS DESCRIBED 
AS A "FAMILY” VISIT TO HIS "SPIRITUAL FATHER", GOIC PRESIDENT 
HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY. CONVERSATIONS REPORTEDLY CENTERED ON 
ECONOMIC AND AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS AS WELL AS REGIONAL AFRICAN 
MATTERS INCLUDING THE FORTHCOMING FRANCOPHONE SUMMIT CONFERENCE 
AT BANGUI. ENG SUMMARY. 

1. CENTRAL AFRICAN REPULBIC (CAR) PRESIDENT MARSHAL JEAN-BEDEL 
BOKASSA PAID PRIVATE VISIT TO IVORY OCAST FEB 5-8. ACCOMPANYING 
BOKASSA WERE HIS WIFE AND A DELEGATION INCLUDING JOSEPH POTOLOT, 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, VICTORY TETEY, 

PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY, EUGENE KATOUKA, DIRECTOR OF 
PROTOCOL, AND CHARLES ONDAMAT, DIRECTOR OF THE PRESIDENT S 
CABINET. 

2. THE VISIT WAS DESCRIBED IN THE LOCAL PRESS AS A FAMILY 
CALL BY BODASSA ON HIS "SPIRITUAL FATHER" GOIC PRESIDENT 
HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY. VENUE FOR THE VISIT WAS YAMOUSSOUKRO, 
HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY'S NATIVE VILLAGE. DELEGATION VISITED SEVERAL 
AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN AREA AS WELL AS 
HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY'S COFFEE PLANTATIONS. 
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3. CONVERSATIONS ARE REPORTED TO HAVE CONCENTRATED ON COMMON 
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AGRICULTURAL AND DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS, COMPLICATED BY WORLD 
INFLATION AND ECONOMIC CRISIS. THE TWO PROESIDENTS ALSO 
DISCUSSED REGIONAL AFRICAN ISSUESZN INCLUDING THE FORTHCOMING 
FRANCOPHONE SUMMIT CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR BANGUI IN EARLY 
MARCH. 

4. COMMENT: BOKASSA WAS WARMLY RECEIVED BY HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY 
ALTHOUH TONE OF REPORTAGE WAS CLEARLY PATERNALISTIC. BOKASSA 
WAS PORTRAYED AS PAYING ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO HIS SPIRITUAL 
FATHER TO SEEK ADVICE AND COUNSEL. FROM NUMEROUS REFENCES 
TO REPORTERS ABOUT FORTHCOMING BANGUI SUMMIN, IT CLEAR THAT 
BOKASSA ALSO WAS HOPING TO DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR MEETING. WE 
NOTE WITH INTEREST, HOWEVER, THAT DESPITE BOKASSA'S DEPARTURE 
STATEMENT SAYING HE LOOKED FORWARD TO SEEIG HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY 
AGAIN SOON AT BANGUI SUMMIT THAT HOUPHOUET BOIGNY WAS NOT 
REPEAT NOT QUOTED AS STATING HE WOULD DEFINITELY ATTEND. 
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